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‘We  leave  a time  of  war,  uniforms,  woman-  P 
soldiers,  squared  shoulders  and  boxed  L 
structures”  in  favor  of  “soft  candy  shoulders, 
busts,  marked  waists  and  skirts  that  blow  up  in  |_ 
volumes  and  layers.” 

— Christian  Dior,  on  post-war  French  fashion 


; France 

Fromp^eDl 

which  took  the  fashion  world  by 
storm.  The  new  styles  — full 
skirts,  rich  fabrics  — were  sym- 
bolic of  postwar  prosperity  and 
love  of  luxury.  Said  Dior:  “We 
leave  a time  of  war,  uniforms, 
woman-soldiers,  squared  shoul- 
ders and  boxed  structures”  in 
favor  of  “soft  candy  shoulders, 
busts,  marked  waists  and  skirts 
that  blow  up  in  volumes  and  lay- 

__  n 

ers. 

Melissa  Leventon,  formerly  of 
the  Fine  Arts  Museums  of  San 
Francisco,  will  discuss  the  work 
of  Chanel,  Dior  and  Balenciaga. 

Her  lecture  will  be  followed, 
after  a break  for  lunch,  by  a per- 
formance of  postwar  cafe  music, 
played  by  the  Baguette  Quar- 
I tette,  and  a discussion  by  John 
’ Zusman  of  U.C.  Berkeley  of  the 


French  economy  and  its  trans- 
formation from  postwar  poverty 
to  leader  in  creation  of  the  Com- 
mon Market. 

Vanessa  Schwartz  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  California 
will  give  the  day’s  final  lecture  — 
describing  the  beginnings  of  the 
Cannes  Film  Festival  and  its  part 
in  creating  an  international  film 
culture  after  the  war.  The  em- 
phasis was  on  the  festival  as  a 


chic,  hip  and  cosmopolitan 
event,  although  it  was  also  a 
French  one:  The  festival  helped 
promote  two  major  French  ex- 
ports, Brigitte  Bardot  and  the 
French  New  Wave  (Nouvelle 
Vague). 

A panel  of  all  the  lecturers  will 
close  the  afternoon^  4 p.m.^ 

p 

Beth  Ashley  can  be  contacted  at  bash  - 
le^^marinij.com. 


